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SUBJECT: BRIEEING MEMORANDUM: PORTUGUESE DEVELOPMENTS AS 
OF 0900 EDT, 16 AUGUST 1975 S/S 7516542 

1 . LISBON IS BUZZING WITH RUMORS OF A PLANNED WEEKEND COUP 
ATTEMPT FOLLOWING YESTERDAY'S PUBLICATION OF AN EXPRESSO 
ARTICLE WHICH SAID THAT CODED MESSAGES WERE BEING TRANS- 
MITTED ON AMATEUR RADIO BANDS. EMBASSY LISBON REPORTED BY 
TELEPHONE AT 0830 EDT TODAY THAT THERE ARE NO SIGNS OF ANY 
UNUSUAL MILITARY ACTIVITY ANYWHERE IN THE CAPITAL. WE 
PREVIOUSLY HAD SEVERAL CLANDESTINE REPORTS THAT GENERAL 
SPINOLA'S DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION OF 
PORTUGAL (MDLP) PLANNED TO BEGIN ARMED ACTION IN PORTUGAL 
SOMETIME IN MID-AUGUST. 

2. DESPITE THE AUGUST 15 HOLIDAY, THE TRIUMVIRATE HELD 
TWO MEETINGS YESTERDAY WITH SELECTED MINISTERS OF THE 
GONCALVES GOVERNMENT. THE EIRST MEETING WAS DEVOTED TO THE 
CURRENT POLITICAL CRISIS. ACCORDING TO FBIS, GOVERNMENT 
SOURCES SAID THAT THE TRIUMVIRATE: 
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-INFORMED THE MINISTERS THAT RECONCILIATION TALKS HAD BEEN 
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INITIATED WITH THE POLITICAL PARTIES, 

-MADE CLEAR ITS INTENTION TO TAKE ALL APPROPRIATE MEA- 
SURES TO END THE POLITICAL VIOLENCE WHICH IS CURRENTLY 
SWEEPING THE COUNTRY, AND 

-REPORTED THAT AN EEEORT IS UNDERWAY WITHIN THE AEM TO 
RESOLVE DIFEERENCES OE OPINION AND TO RESTORE "THE IN- 
DISPENSABLE UNITY OF THE ARMED EORCES AS GUARANTORS OF 
REVOLUTIONARY AUTHORITY." 

THIS "PUBLIC RELATIONS" ANNOUNCEMENT IS NOT LIKELY TO CON- 
VINCE ANYONE. ALL AVAILABLE EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT 
NO RECONCILIATION IS POSSIBLE WITH THE SOCIALISTS UNTIL 
GONCALVES IS REMOVED AS PRIME MINISTER, THAT THE MILI- 
TARY'S ABILITY AND WILLINGNESS TO USE EORCE AGAINST ANTI- 
COMMUNIST DEMONSTRATORS IS AT LEAST QUESTIONABLE, AND THAT 
THE ARMED EORCES REMAIN DEEPLY DIVIDED. 

THE SECOND MEETING, WHICH BEGAN IN LATE AETERNOON, DEALT 
EXCLUSIVELY WITH ANGOLA. WE HAVE NO REPORTING ON THE 
OUTCOME OE THAT DISCUSSION. 

3. AZORES. LEADERS OF THE AZOREAN LIBERATION FRONT (ELA) 

TOLD US LAST WEEK THAT A UNILATERAL DECLARATION OE INDE- 
PENDENCE COULD COME AS EARLY AS THIS WEEKEND. NEITHER 
OUR CONSUL AT PONTA DELGADA NOR THE LAJES BASE ON 
TERCEIRA ISLAND REPORT ANY UNUSUAL POLITICAL OR MILITARY 
ACTIVITY IN THE ISLANDS THIS MORNING. SISCO 



SECRET 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TOSEC, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, ARMED FORCES, POLITICAL SITUATION, AZORES, LIBERATION FRONTS 

Control Number: S7516542 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 AUG 1975 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: buchantO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE1 95200 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: WPKELLY:SK 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750284-0236 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750845/aaaabndd.tel 

Line Count: 90 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 JUN 2003 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <24 DEC 2003 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: PORTUGUESE DEVELOPMENTS AS OF 0900 EDT, 16 AUGUST 1975 S/S 7516542 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, PGOV, PO 
To: SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




